The Rapture of the Church – Dr. David Jeremiah
ANSWER SHEET [Answers are underlined and bold]
Multiple Choir [Circle one]

Several recently popularized TV shows are dedicated to _____ persons.
A. Interesting

B. Important

C. Missing

D. Many

· According to the Bible, there is coming a time when this very thing will happen on a massive global scale.  Billions of people will vanish from the face of the earth without a trace.

· These people will never again be seen on earth until the Lord Himself returns at the Second Advent.

· Much of the disconnect people have about future events is a result of confusing “the Rapture and the Second Coming.”

· When we talk about the signs that are signaling the return of Christ, we are talking about the Second Advent.  It is a public event (Rev. 1:7)

· The return of Christ will take place at the end of the 7-year tribulation period.

· The Rapture will have happened seven years earlier, and will be the greatest evacuation the world has ever known.  (John 14)

· The most concise information you will find any place in the Bible on the rapture is found in 1 Thessalonians 4.

· 1 Thessalonians is in a setting we need to understand.

· The Thessalonians were confused about what the events that were going to take place in the future.
· While they believed Jesus was going to come back someday, what they didn’t understand was what was going to happen to their Christian parents and all of their loved ones who had already died.

· Verse-by-verse

· Paul wants to dispel [the Thessalonians’] ignorance.

· They were not acquainted with the teaching concerning those who had died in Christ.

· Paul describes the believer’s death (v. 13).

· John 11:11 – our friend Lazarus sleeps (he was dead).

· Acts 7:60 – And, when he had said this, he fell asleep (died).

· He fell asleep, and was buried with his fathers.
· 1 Corinthians 15:20 – He has become the first fruits of those that sleep.

· Koimeterion – a rest house for strangers, a sleeping place, from where we get our word for “cemetery.”

· The same word was used for all of the inns and hotels.

· As Christians, when we die, we can be assured that one day we will be awakened by the return of the Lord and will come out of those hotels into the resurrection of the body.

· Paul is talking about defending the believer’s hope (v. 13, 14).

· The exhortation is not to sorrow as those who have no hope.  There is no sting in death.

· (v. 15) Those who have already died will go up [to heaven] first.
· (v. 16) The Lord Himself will return.
· We’re given the sound (singular) that will be heard at this great event.

· There will be a shout, the voice of the archangel, and the trumpet of God.

· These are one sound described in three different ways.  It’s such a magnificent sound that not even the Apostle Paul could find one phrase to describe it.

· Recap

· There will be a return, where we will meet Christ in the air

· Then there will be a resurrection (v. 16)

· The dead in Christ shall rise first.  The unbelieving dead will be resurrected later in the program of God’s prophetic truth.

· There will be a rapture.

· We will be caught up – rapture means to snatch away, take away speedily; to be here one moment and gone the next.
TRUE/FALSE [Circle one]

There are no examples of the rapture from the Scriptures.  TRUE 

FALSE
NOTES____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· There will be a reunion.

· Dead bodies will be reunited with their spirits.

· Resurrected believers will meet living believers.

· Together we will all meet the Lord.

· After His return, we will have uninterrupted union with our Lord.

· Paul adds a postscript, to help us understand…

· It’s ok to get a careful preview of the rapture

· It’s wonderful to get the certain promise of the rapture

· We’re glad we have a chronological order of the rapture

· All of this is to know we have a comforting purpose in the rapture (v. 18)

· There is an application in the rapture

· We should be looking for the Lord (Titus 2:13; Philippians 3:20; I Thess. 1:2, 10)

· We should be living for the Lord, to grow us in holiness (Titus 2:11-15; 1 John 3:2,3)

The only way you are going to go to heaven, the only way you’re going to escape the judgment to come is if your name is written in the Lamb’s Book of Life.
