Oprah's New Spirituality, Emergent Church, and the Seduction of Christianity - Brannon Howse
ANSWER SHEET [Answers are underlined and bold]
[MULTIPLE CHOICE – circle one]

Oprah's 'New Spirituality' is a repackaged version of:
A. Southern Baptists

B. The New Age Movement
C. Old School

D. All of the above

· Oprah's rejection of Biblical doctrine led to her acceptance of the doctrine of demons (1 Tim. 4:1)

· "Religious experience is replacing religious doctrine."

· "Doctrine divides but the spirit unites."

· Oprah is using her popularity and influence to bring more people into the congregation of The New Spirituality.
[MULTIPLE CHOICE – circle one]
A Course in Miracles, written by a medical psychologist at Columbia University in New York, is a collection of teachings given by:
A. Shirley McLane

B. Mahatma Ghandi

C. Oprah Winfey

D. The New Age Jesus

· Is this fulfilling what the Scriptures tell us will come?

· 1 Timothy 4:1-2

· The New Spirituality is the Same Old Lie of Satan
· Genesis 3:1-5 reveals the same four lies of Satan that are the foundation for the worldview of today's New Spirituality.

· Why is cosmic humanism replacing secular humanism as the great threat to America, the world and the true church.
· Secular Humanism (naturalist) believes that the natural world is all there is.
· Cosmic Humanism believes that the natural world is an illusion.

· The secular humanist says to use your own sense of reason to find God.

· Man is questioning the reason of reason.
· There are only two forms of spirituality - one from God, one from Satan.

· Atheism (no God) will be replaced by pantheism (all is god).
[MULTIPLE CHOICE – circle one]
What will replace Logos?
A. Mentos

B. Anthros

C. Mythos

D. Legos
· How has the New Spirituality crept into the church?
· Oprah is the new spirituality outside the church.  The emergent church is new spirituality inside the church.
· "Train up a child in the way he should go, and when he is old, he will not depart from it."
· The emergent church is a highly ambiguous handling of truth, so inclusive and tolerant that there is virtually no sense of Biblical discernment in terms of false beliefs, practices and lifestyle, quasi-universalistic worldview, a lack of proper appreciation for Biblical authority over and against personal experience and revelation, they have an openness to pagan practices (e.g., Hindu yoga), an uncritically open embrace of the Catholic and orthodox churches, and an unbridled cynicism of conservative evangelicalism and fundamentalism, they have a reading of the Scripture that is heavily prejudiced toward a "social gospel" understanding, little or no talk of evangelism or saving the lost.
· As soon as you add to the Gospel or take away from the Gospel, it's no longer the Gospel.
[MULTIPLE CHOICE – circle one]
One of the most dangerous places a person can be today is:
A. Los Angeles

B. The Detroit housing market

C. China and the persecuted church

D. In your local Christian bookstore

· They [the emergent church] are embracing the same spirituality that was found in the movement of the '60's.

· We have the right and obligation to point out false teaching.

· Matt. 18:15-20; Matt. 7:1-6; Rev. 2:2; 2 Cor. 11:13

· Is Christianity a mystical religion?  Are Christians to be involved in mysticism?
TRUE or FALSE [Circle one]

The basis for mysticism is sound intelligence.   TRUE
FALSE

· According to Webster's dictionary, mystical is "having a spiritual meaning or reality that is neither apparent to the senses nor obvious to the intelligence."
· "Come, let us reason together."  "Love the Lord with all your heart, soul, strength, and mind."

· Webster's dictionary defines mysticism as "vague speculation, a belief without sound basis."

· Five reasons for the rise of the New Spirituality

· 1 - The New Spirituality gives them spiritual license to justify their rebellion against the God of the Bible (2 Tim. 4:3)

· 2 - The New Spirituality is a spiritual salve for their guilty conscience.

· 3 - The New Spirituality allows them to interpret truth as to what works for them and makes them happy (the post-modern mindset).

· 4 - The New Spirituality fits the cultural mandates of tolerance and pluralism.

· The New Spirituality is being accepted by many self-professing Christians because it costs nothing and is not a threat to the world or their unsaved friends.

· 5 - The New Spirituality justifies their political liberalism.

· Dialogue, according to the emergent church, means no one has a side.

· The social gospel is nothing more than socialism.

· The social gospel is the ungospel .

· Their argument should not be with me, it should be with the Bible.

· Dr. Carl Raske, professor of religious studies at the University of Denver, describes the New Age practices as the spiritual version of aids - it destroys the ability of people to cope and function.  He describes it, essentially, as the marketing end of the political packaging of occultism, a breeding ground for a new American form of fascism.  Fascism is socialism under a strong dictator.

· Abraham Kuyper said in1898 in the Stone Lectures at Princeton:  "Do not forget that the fundamental contrast has always been, is still and always will be until the end:  Christianity and Paganism, the idols and the living God."

· 2 Cor. 11:13; 2 Tim. 3:13

· The Bible warns Christians not to be deceived:  Heb. 13:9; Matt. 24:4-5; II Thess. 2:3

· The key to avoiding deception is to study the Word of God, to know Biblical doctrine, for [that] brings discernment.

· The way we confront and deal with false teaching is to teach Biblical doctrine because the Bible says Biblical doctrine convicts those who contradict (Eph. 4:14)

· How do we confront the New Spirituality?

· Paul preached the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus Christ.

· Churches are now asking people to leave the church because they [the people] stand up for Biblical truth.  2 Tim. 3:1, 12

· Jude 3, 4 - contend earnestly for the faith.
· Bill Borden:  "No retreats, no reserve, no regrets"
NOTES

