When Skeptics Ask About Truth, God, Miracles and the Bible
Dr. Norman Geisler

ANSWER SHEET [Answers are underlined and bold]
Socrates said, "The unexamined __________ is not worth living."  Norm Geisler says, "The unexamined __________ is not worth believing."
[MULTIPLE CHOICE – circle one]

Christians have __________ __________ as the basis for what they believe.
A. Experience

B. A burning in the bosom

C. Objective truth

D. Zeal without knowledge

· Jesus said we're supposed to "love the Lord our God with our...minds."

· Peter said, "Set apart [sanctify] the Lord God in your hearts, and be ready to give a defense to everyone who asks you of the reason for the hope that's in you with meekness and fear." (I Peter 3:15)

When Skeptics Ask About ... TRUTH

· "Truth is not absolute.  You can't know the truth.  Opposites can both be true.  Every view can be true."

· Truth is what matches its __________.  Truth is what corresponds to the facts.  Truth is telling it like it is.  Truth is not tricky.

· II Corinthians 10:5

· If someone says, "Truth is not telling it like it is," you simply say to him, "Isn't that telling it like it is?"

· If someone says, "There is no truth," you respond by saying, "Is that true?  Because, if you're saying that it's true that there is no truth, than there is some truth."

· The agnostic says, "You can't know the truth."  You respond, "How do you know that's true?"

· "It's true for you, but not for everyone."  You respond, "Is that true for everyone?"

· "There is no absolute truth."  Is that absolutely true?

· "Opposites can both be true."  Is the opposite of that true?

The truth about truth.

· We can know the truth.

· Everyone who makes a truth __________ (whether it's a humanist or a Christian) is making an __________ claim.

When Skeptics Ask About ... God

· Three basic views

· Theist (Acts 17) - God __________ all.

· Pantheist - God __________ all

· Atheist - __________ God at all.

· Three reasons why the God of the Bible exists

· Cosmological reason:  The universe had a __________.

· LOGIC - Everything that had a beginning had a cause.  The universe had a beginning.  Therefore, the universe had a Cause.

· LOGIC - Everything that had a beginning had a Beginner.  The universe had a beginning.  Therefore, the universe had a Beginner.  (Romans 1:19-20)

· PROOF - The Second Law of Thermodynamics - the universe is running out of __________ energy.

· LOGIC - Whatever is running down is not eternal.  The universe is running down.  Therefore, the universe is not eternal.

· Teleological reason:  Life reveals incredible __________.

· LOGIC - Every complex design has a designer.  The universe and life have complex design.  Therefore, the universe and life have a Complex Designer.

· One amoeba is so complex ... it would take ... 1,000 sets of encyclopedia [to write out.]

· The human brain contains 20 million volumes of genetic information.

· Moral argument:  There is an objective __________ __________.

· LOGIC - Every moral law has a moral law Giver.  There is an objective moral law.  Therefore, there is an objective moral law Giver.

· The atheist stock argument:  There can't be a "God" because there's injustice in this world.  No "God" would allow all of the evil in this world.  This is an unjust world."

· How do you injustice unless you know what justice is?  Injustice means "__________ __________."  There has to be an objective standard of justice or you can't say anything is unjust.

· There must be, according to reason #1, a super-powerful being.  Why?  The universe had a beginning.  So, there must have been a being that brought something out of nothing.

· It takes a super-intelligent being to pack 20 __________ volumes of genetic information into the human mind.

· It takes a morally perfect being to make a morally perfect law.

· God is as different from the world as a cause is from its effect, as an author is from its book, as a lawgiver from its law, as a sculptor is from its sculpture.

· We have eliminated pantheism and atheism [through] the law of non-contradiction.  Opposites can't be true.  And, if theism is true, atheism must be false.  If it's true that God is beyond the world, it has to be false that God is world.

· With so many religions eliminated, it is narrowed down to three:  Christianity, Judaism, and Islam.

· Which one of these is true?  The one confirmed by miracles.  What's a miracle?  Making something out of nothing.  Creating life out of non-life.

When Skeptics Ask About ... __________
· Most people doubt the Bible, because they don't believe in __________.

· If God exists, miracles are __________.

· If you admit there's a God who can act, you have to allow for __________ of God.  If you admit there's a supernatural being, you have to allow for supernatural acts.

· If God can make something out of nothing, God can make something from something.

· If you can get by the first verse of the Bible, every other verse is __________.

· A miracle, by definition, is a __________ occurrence.

· A fallacious argument against miracles:  The evidence for the regular is always greater than the evidence for the rare.  The wise person always bases his belief in the greater/higher evidence.  Therefore, a wise person should never believe in miracles.

· The truth about miracles:  The evidence for the regular is always greater than the evidence for the rare.

· How do we know?  From their own worldview - the big bang theory.  How many times did it happen?  One.  How many times has it happened since?  Zero.

· How many times has life come from non-life?  Only once, they (the evolutionists) say.

· How many times has macro-evolution occurred?  Only once.

· What is the purpose of miracles?

· Nicodemus said, "Rabbi, we know are a teacher come from God, for no one can do the signs that you do except God be with him" (John 3:2)

· See also Hebrews 2:3-4

· What is a miracle?  It is an __________ of God to confirm the __________ of God through a __________ of God.

Muhammad






Jesus

not virgin born






virgin born

not sinless, prayed for forgiveness



sinless

not called Messiah





called the Messiah over and over
refused to perform miracles to prove who he was

Qu'ran:  Jesus performed miracles, raise the dead

body is rotting in the grave




Jesus was bodily ascended into heaven

When Skeptics Ask About ... The Bible

· How do we know that the New Testament of the Bible is historically reliable?

· It's the most __________ [collection of books] of the ancient world.

· It has the most manuscripts - __________.

· There are earlier manuscripts.  Within __________ years, the entire New Testament is completed.

· There are better-copied __________.  Anywhere from 99-99.9% accurately copied.

· There are more contemporary writers.  Nine people writing 27 books.

· There is more historical confirmation than any other book from the ancient world.

· If someone doubts the Bible, they [have to] wipe out all of ancient history.

· It is confirmed by __________ archaeological sites.

· Jesus claimed to be God...

· He claimed to be the "I Am" of __________ 3.

· He claimed to be Yahweh, the God of the Old Testament.

· He claimed to be __________ with God, and they picked up stones to stone Him.

· He claimed to be the Messiah, Who was called __________ in the Old Testament (Isaiah 9:6, Psalm 110:10, etc.)

· He claimed to be __________ of worship, and was worshiped nine times.  Never rebuked a soul, commended two of them for worshiping Him.

· He claimed to be equal in __________ with God. Matt 28:18

· He claimed to be an object of prayer.  John 15

· ... and proved it by __________ sets of miracles - No other religious leader never did this, or anything like it

· Fulfilling supernatural predictions

· OT Predicted Jesus would be born of a human being, of the ethnic group of Abraham (Gen. 12), of the tribe of Judah (Gen. 14), of the dynasty of David (2 Sam. 7), born of a virgin, born in Bethlehem (Micah 5:2), and it says when He would live (Daniel 9).

· Performing supernatural acts

· Over __________ sets of miracles in the NT

· Proving His death

· His crucifixion __________ His death

· His mother would have recognized who was on the cross, unlike what Muslims believe.

· __________ soldiers, who were professional executioners, pronounced Him dead.

· The spear in his side __________ He was dead.

· Roman authority, Pilate, confirmed His death.

· Jewish and __________ historians, both ancient and modern, confirmed His death.

· His supernatural resurrection

· The tomb was empty with the grave clothes in it.

· He was seen __________ times by 500+ witnesses.  They touched His body on two occasions and He __________ to be touched on two more.

· They saw His crucifixion scars in His hands.

· They ate with Him __________ times.

· He taught them for 40 days.

· He did miracles for them.

· He transformed His followers into the world's largest missionary society overnight.

· Jesus affirmed the Scriptural authority

· Jesus said, "It is written" __________ times in the NT

· His apostles stressed the __________ authority.

· It's imperishable, infallible, inerrant (Matt. 22:29)

· It's historically __________
· Jesus picked the most __________ parts of the Bible and said they were true.

· It's scientifically __________
· Jesus said Adam and Eve were created

· Jesus promised the New Testament

· The Holy Spirit will lead you into all __________.  He'll bring into remembrance everything you've been taught.

· SUMMARY

· There is absolute truth

· Truth can be known.

· It's true that a theistic God exists.

· If God exists, miracles are possible, and the biggest one has already happened.

· The New Testament is historically reliable.

· In the New Testament, Jesus claimed to be God.

· In the New Testament, He was proven to be God by three sets of miracles, unprecedented, unparalleled.

· Jesus claimed the Bible is the Word of God.

· Therefore, the Bible is the Word of God.

