The Bible – Are There Any Errors?  When Critics Ask
Dr. Norm Geisler
ANSWER SHEET [Answers are underlined and bold]
 [MULTIPLE CHOICE – circle one]
The Bible is:

A. A really nice set of ideas given by really old guys.

B. Under attack as never before.

C. A book written by men, and is therefore faulty.

D. One way to get to know God.
1 Peter 3:15; Col. 4:6

· Are there any errors in the Bible?

i. Simple summary:  The Bible – errors?  No.  The Bible critics – errors?  Yes.

ii. Three reasons you’ll never forget why the Bible cannot err.

1. God, the Father
2. God, the Son
3. God, the Holy Spirit
A. Reason #1 – God, the Father

· LOGIC:  God cannot err.  The Bible is the Word of God.  Therefore, the Bible cannot err.

· Syllogism:  two premises that lead to a conclusion.

· Do you believe that God cannot err?  Hard to deny.  If God cannot err, then His Word cannot err, because His Word is an expression of the God Who cannot err.

· The Bible, which is the Word of God, cannot err.

i. LOGIC:  If God can’t err, and the Bible is the Word of God, then the Bible can’t err.

· Jesus said Your Word is truth.  David said the sum of Your Word is truth.  Paul said let God be true, and every man a liar.  Paul said to Titus, “the God who cannot lie.”
· Hebrews 6:18 – it’s impossible for God to lie.

· Jesus said, “…the Scriptures cannot be broken.”
[MULTIPLE CHOICE – circle the one that is out place]
Jesus said four things in that verse:

A. It’s the Scripture

B. It’s the Torah

C. It’s unbreakable

D. It’s faulty.

E. It’s the Word of God.
· Jesus said in Mark 7:  “…making the Word of God of none effect through your traditions.”

· Paul said, “All Scripture is given by inspiration of God.”

· Romans 9:6

B. Reason #2 - God, the Son

· LOGIC:  Whatever the Son of God affirms as true is true.  Jesus affirmed the Bible is the Word of God.  Therefore, it is true that the Bible is the Word of God.

· If there is error found anywhere in the Bible, not only does it mean we’ve impugned the authenticity of God the Father, but we’ve impugned the authority of God the Son.

· If Jesus is the Son of God, the Bible is the Word of God.  If the Bible isn’t the Word of God, then He’s not the Son of God.  The two stand or fall together.

· What did Jesus affirm about the Bible?

· Get a red-letter Bible and read Jesus’ Words.  Then, ask yourself, what was Jesus’ view of the (OT) Bible?
· Jesus said the Bible has divine authority?

· What is the most repeated phrase in the Bible that has doctrinal significance?

· “It is written…”  Almost always in the perfect tense:  past action with continuing results in the present.  It came as the Word of God in the past, and it continues as the Word of God in the present.

· He rebuked the devil three times with this phrase

· The Bible has authority.
· Matt. 24:35; Matt. 5:17, 18

· The Bible has ultimate supremacy.

· Higher than all of the traditions of the scribes and Pharisees

· The Bible is historically reliable.

· He picked the most disputed parts of the Old Testament, and literally affirmed them himself.

· Adam and Eve (Matt. 19)

· Jonah swallowed by a whale

· Jesus said there was a flood.
· The scientific accuracy

· John 3:12

· Factual inerrancy

· Matt. 22:39

· John 17:17 – thy word is truth

· Bad argumentation

· The Bible is the words of human beings.  Human beings err.  Therefore, the Bible errs.

· Why bad?  The 2nd premise is faulty.  It has to be proven that human beings always err in order to get that conclusion.

· “The Bible is the words of Word of God.  Human beings sometimes err.  Therefore, the Bible errs.”  That doesn’t follow.

· Human beings do not err when moved by God who cannot err.

· 2 Peter 1:21 – men who were moved by the Holy Spirit.

· An inerrant God can use errant people to produce an inerrant Word.

· John 14:26

C. Reason #3 – God, the Holy Spirit

· 2 Peter 1:21

i. Analogy – the Living Word and the Written Word

1. The Living Word (the Savior) has a human nature and a divine nature

a. Divine and human, without sin

2. The Written Word (the Bible) was composed by God (divine nature), its ultimate Author, and by human authors (human nature)
a. Divine and human, without error

· LOGIC:  The Spirit of Truth cannot utter error.  The Bible is the utterance of the Spirit of Truth.  Therefore the Bible cannot err.

i. 2 Sam. 23:2; Matt. 4:4; John 16:13; 1 Cor. 2:13; 2 Tim 3:16

· The Bible cannot err because the Bible is the Word of God, and God can’t err.  Therefore, the Bible cannot err.

· To attack God’s Word is to attack Him.
i. Psalm 119:89
[MULTIPLE CHOICE – circle one]
An attack on the flawlessness of the Bible is an attack on:

A. The authenticity of God, the Father

B. The authority of God, the son

C. The ministry of God, the Holy Spirit
D. All of the above

· OBJECTION:  A few errors are ok, as long as the main things are true
· One error would be an attack on the Godhead.
· St. Augustine – since God cannot make a mistake, there are only three alternatives:

· The manuscript is faulty

· The translation is wrong

· Or you have not understood.
· The most difficult, alleged contradictions of the Bible.

· Presuming the Bible is guilty until proven innocent

· What if we went through life like that?

· The Bible should be innocent until proven guilty

· Confusing our fallible interpretation with God’s infallible revelation

· The Bible can’t be wrong, but our interpretation of it can be wrong

· Interpretation of Sons of God of Genesis 6 can be fallible

· Assuming the unexplained is unexplainable
· We approach the Bible the same way a scientist approaches nature

· Assuming a partial report is a false report

· The inscription on the cross

· Each verse has an essential part of the inscription

· Assuming divergent accounts are false
· Example 1 - The number of angels at the tomb.
· Matthew did not say there was only one.  He just said there was one.
· Geisler – where there are two, there’s always one – it never fails!
· Example 2 – Judas’ peril
· Matthew 27 – Judas hanged himself
· Acts 1:18 – Judas’ entrails gushed out
· Resolution:  Sometime after hanging himself, his body was discovered, the rope was cut, the body fell on sharp rocks and it burst open.
· Forgetting that the Bible uses nontechnical, everyday language
· Koine Greek – common language of the first century
· Round numbers
· Pre-scientific
· Examples:  the sun standing still, and the sun rising
· Meteorologists use everyday language to describe sun rises and sunsets.
· Assuming that round numbers are false
· We round Pi.
· How many decimal points does it take to get a rocket to the moon?
· Presuming the Bible approves all it records
· The Bible records a lot of false things
· Satan’s lies (Gen. 3)
· David’s adultery
· Solomon’s polygamy (1 Kings 11)
· Taking figures of speech literally - God repented, or God changed His mind…
· The stars sing (poetry)
· Parables (God is an unjust judge?)
· Allegories – Abraham had two sons (Galatians 4)
· Metaphors
· Similes
· Hyperbole - Paul preached to every creature under heaven?  Not really.
· Figures of Speech
· Anthropomorphism – expressing God in human form
· Jonah 3:10 – God repented
· God appears to change when we really change
· Forgetting only the original text, not every copy of scripture is without error
· The KJV has errors in it
· 2 Chronicles 22:2 vs. 2 Kings 8:26 – same king, same time period – he was 42 and 22 years of age?
· 1 Kings 4:26 vs. 2 Chronicles 9:25 – 40,000 or 4,000 stalls?
· The originals didn’t have errors
· The errors are rare
· Often in numbers; effect no doctrine of Scripture
· We usually know which one is correct by its context
· Failing to understand the context of the passage

· The text out of context is a pretext
· The mustard seed – context?  The mustard seed was the smallest one “which a man took and sowed in his field.”
· No orchid seeds in the first century.
· In context, it was literally true.
· Acts 9 vs. Acts 22
· Context – they heard the sound, but did not understand the meaning
Challenging thought from the pen of Mark Twain:  “It’s not the part of the Bible I don’t understand that troubles me the most; it’s the part I do understand that troubles me the most.”
