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ANSWER SHEET [Answers are underlined and bold]
How Open Theism impinges on historic Christianity, and the dangers it poses today

· Which God are we talking about?

· We’re talking about a specific kind of God when we talk about the God of the Bible

The two fronts of the battle – the internal and external

· The external front

· Main opponents to the theistic, Biblical view of God

	Opponent
	Opponent’s View

	Deism (T. Jefferson, B. Franklin)
	God is out there, but not in here doing miracles.

God created the World, there is a moral law.

No miracles, no virgin birth.

God does no supernaturally intervene in the world.
BIBLE:  God is beyond the world and in the world, and He does miracles.

	Finite Godism (Rabbi Kushner)

“There are some things God cannot control.”
	God is limited in power and perfection.

	Atheism (Fredrick Nietzsche)
	There is no God.
BIBLE:  The fool says in his heart, “There is no God.”

	Pantheism (Mary Baker Eddy)
	God is all, all is God.  Evil is an illusion.
BIBLE:  God made all.  Humans are not little gods.  Evil is real.

	Panentheism (A. N. Whitehead)

Also called Process Theologians
	God has two poles – an actual pole and a potential pole.

He realizes more of Himself all the time.

The world is God’s body and it’s growing.

His knowledge is getting better and better.

God is not in control in the world.

	Polytheism (Mormonism)
	We are potential gods.
BIBLE:  Only one God.


[MULTIPLE CHOICE – circle all that apply]
Open theism is also referred to as:

1. A-theism

2. Free-will theism

3. Neo-theism
4. Pan-theism

· Similar to Christian view and panentheistic views.

· Proponents

· Clark Pinnock

· Greg Boyd

· John Sanders

· Problems

· God has Parts
· God is changeable

· God is in time
· God doesn’t know the future for sure

· God is a reactive God

· They believe the Bible prophecies are fallible
· The Dangers of Open Theism
· They believe God is temporal
· The Bible says that God is beyond time, eternal.

· It is affirmed by creeds held by the whole church.
· Open Theism:  God is spatial and material.  Thus, God must have had a beginning.

· An infinite series is a series with no end.  Today is the end of all moments before today.  Therefore, the universe cannot be eternal in time.  (The Kalam Argument for the existence of God)

· They believe God does not know future free acts for sure.

· God knows who the elect are (Romans 8:29)

· Christ, The Lamb of God from all eternity (Rev. 13:8)

· Is. 46:9,10; Eph. 1:4; Ps. 147:5

· They believe God changes His mind.

· Change about what He thinks implies He was in error before He changed His thoughts.

· Looks like finite Godism.

· Numbers 23:19 – God is not a man that he should repent.

· Doesn’t God repent?  God relents of the judgment He would have done if they hadn’t repented.

· When people repent, they change from being under the attribute of God’s wrath (He’s eternally and unchangeably angry at sin), and come under the attribute of God’s mercy (He’s eternally and unchangeably merciful)

· Thomas Aquinas successfully held back the onslaught of Islam intellectually in the West.

· Here’s a man, and here’s a pillar.  The man is on the right side of the pillar.  When the man move to the left side of the pillar, the pillar doesn’t move.

· The pillar is God.  When you move in relation to God, God doesn’t move in relation to you.

· Malachi 3:6; James 1:7

· They believe God is complex – God has parts.

· An infinite being can’t have any parts.

· Everything with parts can add another part.

· Everything with parts can have more parts.  There can’t be more than an infinite.  Therefore an infinite being cannot have parts.

· They believe God can change.

· But, whatever changes has parts.

· Accidental changes vs. substantial change

· Substantial:  a change in essence (human to angel, existing to non-existing)

· Can God go out of existence?

· Accidental:  a change in what you have (short to fat, white to dark, gained knowledge)

· Part remains and part does not.

· Can God lose some part or gain some part and remain infinite?

· They believe the Bible is infallible, and yet god cannot know future free acts

· Rev. 13:8; Acts 2:23; John 10:18

· God knew for sure what he was going to freely do.

· The Bible is infallible, even though it says the test for a false prophet is whether or not his prediction comes to pass.

[MULTIPLE CHOICE – circle one]

 [In the Old Testament] If you make a prediction and it doesn’t come to pass:
1. You say, “Just kidding!”
2. Run into the mountains and ask them to fall on you.
3. You are stoned in accordance with Jewish law.

· If this is so, according to the Open Theists, then God should be stoned.  God is just guessing!

· They believe God is temporal…

· What’s temporal undergoes change, for time is a way to measure change.  Hence, a temporal God changes, but, God cannot change.  Hence, God is not temporal.

· If time is a form of measurement of change, and God can’t change, God can’t be in time.

· They confuse God’s nature and His activity (what God is and what God does).
· God is eternal but He acts in time.

· God is unchanging, but He acts in a changing world.

· They Assume God’s nature changes because His relationships do.

· The pillar analogy

· They believe He’s not in control the world, and yet He will bring victory in the end.

· This is a refutation of God’s sovereignty

· God governs our free choices without coercion – Proverbs 21:1; Job 42:2; Eph. 1:11

· Open Theism is

· Unbiblical

· Illogical

· Unorthodox

· The sovereignty of God

· The omniscience of God

· The immutability of God

· The simplicity of God

· The eternality of God

· The infallibility of the Bible

· When you deny one or more orthodox doctrine, you are denying orthodoxy.

