Killed for Christ:  How Christian Martyrs Have Changed the Course of History

Dr. Marshall Foster
ANSWER SHEET [Answers are underlined and bold]
[MULTIPLE CHOICE – circle one]

The central truth of the Christian walk is:

a. The need to do good works.

b. The doctrine of martyrdom.

c. Piece of mind.

d. A Sabbath day’s rest.

1. We all have to have a willingness to be a martyr.

a. We are going to disassociate ourselves from the false concept of martyrdom as taught by Islam.

b. Martyr is the word 'disciple' in the Greek (Acts1:7)

i. one who will give testimony to the truth of who Christ is in his life and even unto death

c. This was true of, not just the apostles, but of all Christians; they were persecuted, tortured and martyred for their faith

i. At the time, those who died in the faith were considered martyrs
ii. Those who suffered for their faith were considered confessors
iii. the rest were called saints; The saints were living an exchanged life
d. Martyrdom is living the exchanged life (Gal. 2:20; Matt. 16:24; Phil. 1:21).

e. Paul said, "Examine yourselves and see if you're in the faith" 2 Cor. 13:5.  1 John 2:19

[MULTIPLE CHOICE – circle the best answer]

It cost a person __________ to become a Christian in the first three centuries because of martyrdom.
A. Several denarii.

B. The family slave.

C. Everything.

D. Nothing.

[MULTIPLE CHOICE – circle one]
Martyrdom is the catalyst for:

A. Most of the wars the world has known.

B. The attacks on the United States in the last 75 years.

C. Islamic extremism.

D. The greatest liberty and the greatest expression of Christianity and evangelism the world has ever known.
2. Martyrdom in history

a. The Roman Empire; Rev. 12:8, 11

b. Severus, a Roman centurion, declared that Jesus Christ was the only true God in the temple of Venus, the goddess of love.  Paid the price of martyrdom.

c. Theodorus

d. The Theban legion, 286-303 A.D. - All 6,000 men of the legion became Christian.  The Roman emperor sent his full military force upon them and killed every man.

e. Constantine determines Christianity will be the favored religion of the empire.

f. Tolemicus spent time in the wilderness praying and reading the scriptures.  He preached to the people at the Coliseum in the middle of the last Gladiatorial contest.

i. We are the Roman empire of the 20th century.  We have killed 53 million of our own youth [through abortion].

g. The Roman Empire went through a period of conflict.  St. Augustine's book, "The City of God" gave the Christians hope.

h. Patrick of Ireland; son of Irish parents who were martyred by the Druids; was converted to Christianity; led many Druids to Christ; Patrick’s poem, "The Breastplate."

i. Columbus led the King of Scotland to conversion

j. Boniface; ministered to the Anglo-Saxons in Germany; confronted the pagan god, Thor; all of Germany was brought to Christ in 35 years; Boniface died at age 76 being beaten by pagan warlords.

k. The Reformation period - The Black death - the Divine Rite King era, would not let the Word of God go out to the people
l. George Wissert (Cambridge, Scotland) - after preaching for nine months, captured by Bishop Beeten, burned at the stake; a few months later, Bishop stabbed to death by 70 men

m. John Knox, George Wissert's bodyguard; a French galley slave; after being thrown overboard, he was nursed back to health; became the mentor to King Edward of England

n. Bloody Mary became Queen of England, and began to kill all of the protestants, who began to escape to Geneva
o. The reformers gather in Geneva and write a Bible; it was the first Bible in America; for more than 150 years, it was more popular than the King James Bible; the King of England banned it; in 1558,Queen Elizabeth made the Geneva Bible legal

p. The first book ever with verses; it was the first time in 1,000 years that any Englishman had ever had  a their own Bible in their own language; 85% of the King James Bible is the Geneva Bible; it is the first study Bible

q. The English Civil war under Cromwell, led by the Geneva Bible.

r. William Tyndale, who wrote most of the modern English Bible, was burned at the stake on March 6, 1536 by King Henry VIII, who inadvertently put Tyndale's Bible 6,000 copies in every parish in the land.

i. The story of martyrs is the story of victory.

s. John Knox took the Gospel to the pagan Scots.  The Westminster Confession of Faith comes out of this.

t. James Guthrie, the leader of the Covenanters

i. North & South Caroline and Virginia are home to the Scot Presbyterians who were persecuted out of Scotland.

u. The 20th century is the greatest period of martyrdom the world has ever known.

i. Two thirds of all the martyrs were killed in one century (about 45 million).

v. Corrie Ten Boom - taught she would be raptured out of the persecution of WWII.
Final challenge:  If we are going to stand for Christ today, we must come to grips with who we are in Christ.
