Crisis in the Church:  Confronting the Spiritual Confusion

Dr. Ron Carlson

· April 1970 – Three American astronauts on __________; 200,000 miles from earth; explosion knocked out the directional guidance system and sent it tumbling off course into darkest space; then news came that the explosion punctured a hole in the oxygen tanks, had only __________ hours left to live.

· After 3 hours and forty minutes, NASA radioed the ship and told them men there was one way to be saved; open and go through the door to the Lunar Lander; plug in its life support and guidance system, which would propel them around the moon and back to earth

[MULTIPLE CHOICE – circle one]
The astronauts had a choice:

A.  Hold their breath long enough, and through natural selection and mutation, evolve some new form of oxygen tanks to adapt to outer space

B. Look out the window, check out the stars and see their horoscope on the situation
C. Contact the psychic hotline
D. Chanting and meditation, do a little yoga and connect with the cosmic vibrations
E. Be macho, guts it out, be tough
F. Go through the door, plugged into a new life support system, plugged into a new guidance system, plugged into a new energy source, they were propelled around the moon, came back to earth, and were saved
· Too many churches have lost the message of the Gospel; created a hybrid gospel to appease the cultures around us; many churches have become postmodern by rejecting the absolute authority of God’s Word and buying into a seeker-sensitive model by asking ____________ people what they want in a church

· Sept. 12, 2008 – an emergent pastor on CNN news debating Dr. John MacArthur on the issue of bringing ____________ into the church.
· Yoga, one of the many things creeping into the church under the guise of being ____________
· New Age magazines (Enlightenment) understand how Christians are tapping into New Age techniques and philosophies, promoting Yoga as spirituality.

· Yoga is a Sanskrit word, meaning ‘yoke, or union, with gods.”

· A 2000 year old Hindu practice designed for very specific, spiritual purposes.

· The elimination of the thought process, to tear down the mind and personality so that you might become part of the impersonal universe of Hinduism.

· Hindu Beliefs
· The physical, material world is nothing more than an illusion; the only reality is a state of impersonal nothingness; all is one, all is God, God is impersonal; suffering comes from believing they are a part of a physical, personal world; thinking and feeling all an illusion

· Developed by Patanjali in 200 BCE to tear down the mind and personality, to get rid of the physical, material world
· Yoga is idolatry – to believe the physical, material world is an illusion is to deny creation

· The isometric exercises were designed to open people up to the Hindu (demonic) spirits (1 Timothy 4:1)

· 2 Corinthians 5:7 – we walk by faith, and not by sight

· Walking by sight includes Hindu, New Age meditation, the isometric poses of Yoga

· The difference between cultic forms of meditation and Biblical meditation

	Occult meditation
	Biblical meditation

	Inward subjective descent within yourself

Tap into your own divine light
	Upward objective ascent to the Living God

Jer. 17:9; Romans 3:23; Psalm 19:14; 119:97-99


· Webster’s uses synonyms for meditation, including to study, to ruminate
· 2 Timothy 2:15 – study to show yourself approved unto God

· Rumination – what cows do with their cud; to daily ruminate on the Word of God, then to apply it to our daily life

· Health, Wealth and Prosperity Gospel

· The pastor of the largest church in America gave a sermon entitled, “The Power of Visualization”

· A hybrid that mixes the gospel with health, wealth and prosperity

· Dr. Carlson interviewed by TBN on his new book, “Fast Facts on False Teaching.”

· Interviewer asked, “Is there something wrong with prosperity theology?”

· “If you cannot preach the same gospel to everyone on earth, it’s not the gospel – it’s a counterfeit.”

· Universalism – all religions are the same

· “It doesn’t matter what you believe, as long as you are sincere.”

· “What is so unique about Jesus Christ different from any religion that you send missionaries overseas?”
· In 1980, when the Cambodians fled to Thailand, Dr. Carlson found no Buddhists taking care of their Buddhist brothers.  There were no Hindus taking care of the people.  There were no Muslims taking care of the refugees.  The only people there taking care of the 300,000 refugees were all Christians and their relief organizations.

· Q:  “Why aren’t there Buddhists taking care of Buddhists?”
A:  “Buddha said you are to be an island to yourself.”

· The value of human dignity is not found in any other religion than Christianity.

· If everything is God, and God is impersonal…if the dirt is God and you are God, what do you become equal with?

· Hinduism has never been able to raise the level of nature to the level of men and women.  It always devalues men and women to the level of nature.
· Mother Theresa:  “I spent my whole life doing good works, and I feel empty inside.”  Good works is not the gospel.

· Ephesians 2:8-9 

· What is so unique about Jesus?

· No single word grips the heart of men like the name of Jesus.

· Romans 5:8 – But God proved His love for us in while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.

