The Case for the Resurrection – “What’s the Big Idea About Jesus?”
John Ankerberg

ANSWER SHEET [Answers are underlined and bold]
[MULTIPLE CHOICE – circle one]

Hugh Hefner said that the resurrection:

A. Would give us hope of future news casting.

B. Would give us hope of an afterlife.

C. Would give us hope of ‘a great adventure.’

D. Would give us no hope at all.

7 facts of history that will lead you to the conclusion that He did claim to be God and that He did rise from the dead.
I.  Jesus claimed to be God.
a. Jesus used the phrase “Son of Man” 81 times to refer to Himself.
i. The Son of Man has the power to forgive sins.  He substantiated the claim with a corresponding healing
1. Mark 2
ii. The Son of Man knows the future.  He predicted His own death and resurrection

1. Mark 8:31, 32
iii. The Son of Man will be the judge that will come at the end of the world. 

1. Matt. 25:31, 32; Daniel 7 shows the Son of Man is God.
iv. The Son of Man is, and claims to be the Son of God.  The very attributes of God Jesus has. 

1. John 5:26; Luke 22:70; Matt. 26:63; Mark 13:32

v. I am the “I am.”  Why is this important?  
1. According to the evidence, Jesus claimed to be God.

2. Mark 6:45; Exodus 3:13; John 8; John 10:30
6 facts of history on how Jesus proved His claim to deity

II. Jesus died on the cross due to Roman crucifixion.
a. Objection:  Jesus came down off of the cross, and really didn’t die.
b. What happened when a person was crucified?  After being whipped with the Roman scourge:
i. Veins and intestines laid bare
ii. Great loss of blood
iii. Slow death by asphyxiation
iv. Spear wound that punctured His lungs and heart
c. No evidence that Jesus was prematurely taken down from the cross and given medical aid.
i. The soldiers concluded Jesus was dead.
d. The journal of the American Medical Association concluded that Jesus died while He was on the cross.
e. How can we be sure Jesus died on the cross?
i. 4 gospels report it
ii. 5 non sources report it
1. Tacitus
2. Josephus
3. Lucian of Samosata
4. Mara Bar-Serapion
5. Jewish Talmud
III. We have early accounts of the resurrection and Jesus’ appearances to people
a. The closer you get to the time of the events, the more accurate they are
i. 1 Corinthians 15 – a creedal passage
1. It tells us of the people that actually saw Jesus [after the resurrection].
2. Could Paul’s account of the resurrection be legend?
a. Anne. S White:  “Two generations is not enough to create a legend.  This is not legend.”
IV. Jesus’ disciples believed that He rose and appeared to them.  What caused this belief?
a. Three strands of evidence that prove the disciples believed Jesus rose and appeared to them.
i. Paul’s testimony about the disciples
ii. Oral traditions that passed through the early church and were recorded
iii. The written works of the early church
1. Matthew, Mark, Luke and John – written between 25 and 65 years after Jesus’ death
2. The apostolic fathers – Clement of Rome, Polycarp
V. The conversion of the church
a. The persecutor of the church, Paul – who later became Saul – is evidence of the truthfulness of the resurrection.
i. What convinced this man to become a Christian?
1. The most unlikely candidate for conversion
2. He was opposed to the Christian movement
3. He believed Jesus to be a false Messiah
4. Paul was an enemy of a church
5. He had a personal encounter with Jesus
VI. Jesus’ half-brother, James
a. Did not believe
b. After Jesus passed off the scene, He believed in Him and became head of the Jerusalem church
c. The Gospels of Mark and John report that none of Jesus’ half-brothers believed on Him.
d. The pivotal moment, according to 1 Corinthians 15, is when Jesus appeared to His half-brothers after His resurrection.
VII. Jesus’ tomb was found empty
a. 75% of scholars polled regard it as a historical fact
i. The Jerusalem factor
b. Enemies of Jesus claimed the disciples stole the body, which meant they didn’t have it!
c. The women testified that the tomb was empty.  No one would concoct a story and have women as witnesses.  They weren’t allowed to testify in court.  They were second-class citizens.
[MULTIPLE CHOICE – circle one]

The change in the disciples, Jesus’ family, and those witnesses 
A. Was only temporary and ended up being leading to the great apostasy.

B. Had a profound effect on future world events.

C. Only happened in their minds.

D. Goes back to His resurrection from the dead.
[MULTIPLE CHOICE – circle one]

How good do you have to be to get into heaven?
A. We can use God’s grace as a license to sin.
B. Be therefore perfect, even as your heavenly Father is perfect.
C. We have to better than the next guy.
D. There is no heaven.

[MULTIPLE CHOICE – circle one]

Where do you get this perfect righteousness that you need?
A. In Christ’s body, He bore our sins while on the cross.

B. Do lots of good works and hope you’re better than the next guy.
C. Pray the sinner’s prayer and you are guaranteed heaven.
D. Sow your seed right now – call the tithing hotline!
