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ANSWER SHEET [Answers are underlined and bold]
· Interpreting the Signs of the Times and some background
· The three lenses of interpretation are the geopolitical, economic, and scriptural lenses.

· Luke 12:54 – Connect the dots

· 1979 – explosion of radical Islam after years of Arab nationalism

· The latest on the Iranian nuclear crisis
[MULTIPLE CHOICE – circle one]
In order to usher in the Islamic Messiah, Islam must annihilate two countries:
A. Russia and Iraq

B. Israel and the USA

C. Japan and China

D. India and North Korea

[True/False – circle one]
Shia Islamic eschatology is driving Iranian foreign policy.  T
F
· Iranian President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad believes he is the Islamic ‘John the Baptist’
· He is laying the groundwork for the coming of the Mahdi (12th Imam)

1. He is trying to build, buy or steal nuclear weapons
2. He is building alliances with three nuclear powers:  Russia, China, and North Korea
3. He is working with North Korea to build long-range ballistic missiles
· Mahmoud Ahmadinejad’s background

· Born into a poor, very religious family

· Began memorizing the Qur’an at age 5
· In 1979, during the Iran-Iraq war, he was getting his PhD in Traffic Management
· Ran for office of, and became, mayor in 2003, then became Iran’s president in 2005

· In order to understand Iran and their relationship with Islam, we must understand their worldview

[MULTIPLE CHOICE – circle all that apply]
The Iranians were able to negotiate with the Soviets during the Cold War because:

A. The Iranians understood their worldview

B. The Iranians didn’t want to get hurt.

C. The Soviets were atheists, but still valued life.

D. The Soviets did not want to get nuked.
· Iran is run by an apocalyptic death cult

1. Apocalyptic death cults glorify death.

2. They believe Jesus is coming back as the deputy lieutenant of the Mahdi.

· Up until now, every Israeli leader always knew they had a friend in the White House.

1. Israel is building a war cabinet, and is preparing to go to war if they have to.

· If Israel launches a pre-emptive strike against Iran, Iran will fire missiles, not only on Israel, but on Saudi oil fields and Kuwait oil refineries.

1. Who would get blamed?  The Jews.
· Christian Response
· Matthew 24 – What is the sign of the end of the age?

· Verse 36 – nobody knows

· Verse 37 – Noah knew something was coming, and he was supposed to be ready

· See to it no one deceives you – spoken three times

1. Verse 11 – many false prophets will arise and deceive many
2. Verse 23 – If anyone says, Behold, here is the messiah, do not believe him

· The Mahdi could emerge before the rapture
· Paul in 1 Thessalonians says we will be caught up in the air to meet Jesus.  If we’re not in the air, it’s not Him.

· The parable of the fig tree

1. The fig tree is Israel

2. Jeremiah 24 – two baskets of figs
· Some following God, some not

3. Verse 33 – We are seeing these things happen

· Verse 14 – All nations will hear the Gospel, then Jesus will come back for his Bride
· New Testament eschatology versus Shia eschatology (Matt 24, Ezek 38-39, Jeremiah 49)
· The coming of the messiah

· Shi’a Eschatology demands the killing of millions to hasten the Islamic messiah

· New Testament Eschatology demands the saving of millions of lives

· Ezekiel 38-39

· The rise of a dictator in Russia
· Ez. 38:10 – He devises an evil plan
· Magog (Russia) forms and alliance with Persia (Iran)
1. Has not happened in human history until the last 5-6 years

2. The day Joel speaks to the Pentagon about Bible Prophecy, Vladimir Putin forms an alliance with Iran.

3.  In the prophecy, no nation comes to Israel’s aid.  In fact, Israel launches an attack alone.

· Daniel 2 says God establishes and removes kings for His own purposes
