                                 Jason Carlson: My Journey In and Out of the Emerging Church

Please circle the correct answers
1. Why must believers be informed about the Emerging church?
A. Because of the highly effective and culturally relevant ideas coming from emerging authors and leaders

B. Because the Christian church must either change or die due to the aging of the US population

C. It is leading Christians away from true Biblical truth and Orthodox Christian theology and into an entirely new spirituality based on postmodern views.

2. What does the emerging church claim to promote?

A. Vintage Christianity to new Christians

B.  A health and wealth prosperity Gospel

C. A return to Reformation theology of faith alone

3. How should we go about assessing this new emerging church?

A. By reading the many book reviews written about emerging authors' best-selling books

B. By studying the success of the various emerging churches nationwide

C. By studying the Scriptures and  by analyzing the doctrines promoted by the emerging churches in light of God's eternal truth

4. What is the emerging church?
A. A response to the modern culture and its view of post-modernism

B. The employment of new worship methods and the utilization of the latest technology to create a more exciting church experience

C. A Jesuit cult

5. What is postmodernism?

A. A movement begun by artists living in Greenwich Village in the late 19th-Century

B. It is a cultural movement meant as a backlash against modernity, which states that through human reason alone-without spiritual influence and outside intervention-that man could create a perfect world

C. A branch of existentialism that is being repackaged for today's young people

6. What does the statement, "Truth is relative.", mean.

A. Truth is determined by your family members.

B.  Truth is found in all world religions.

C. Truth is subjective to each person, circumstances, and environment.  

7. Why are emergent church members able to incorporate pagan practices within their "worship" and call it good?  
A. Because breath prayers, mantra meditation, and the use of icons are historically a part of early church worship.

B. They are not judging these practices by the objective standards of the Bible and God's standards of worship and truth, but rather their own subjective, relative idea of truth.

C. These practices are producing a deep spirituality among adherents, and we need to judge things by whether they produce good results in people's lives.

8. Does God accept the sacrifices of pagan origin?

A. God looks at the heart of the worshiper alone and not at the cultural origins of our worship traditions

B. No, God cannot and does not accept these sacrifices.

C. It depends on how much the Christian is aware of these pagan origins while practicing them.

9. Who are these sacrifices offered to instead?

A. Allah or whatever false deity represented by the religious practice

B. Nobody. It's a waste of time and effort

C. Demons

10. Why is dabbling in pagan styles of worship wrong?

A. God forbids it in His Word.

B. It makes historic Christian worship then appear boring

C. Evangelicals would be turned off by it because of their knee-jerk reactions against things like mantra meditation

11. What question should we ask ourselves before engaging in any type of spiritual practice?

A. Is this going to appeal to the important 18-25 demographic?

B. Is this spiritual practice in Scripture and it is deemed good by God? 

C. It this practice going to help my congregation spiritually?

12. If the practice is not approved by God in the Scriptures, then how should we respond to it?

A. Run from it because it is idolatry

B. Find out if there are ways in which elements of the practice could be Christianized

C. Use it anyway, because the main issue is whether it is effective or not.

13. What is uncritical tolerance?

A. A fruit of the Spirit that should be emphasized more from Christian pulpits

B. The ultimate hallmark of a Christian believer's life 

C. The general acceptance of everybody.  It is total acceptance without any objective truth-based judgments.  

14. Why is uncritical tolerance dangerous in relation to the church?

A. If widely practiced, it will cause the church to have to revisit all its basic teachings and could cause membership issues in already depleted denominations.

B. Uncritical tolerance is dangerous because those who apply this worldview to theology and spirituality are unable to judge righteous judgments and discern truth from error. 

B. It can be the source of great conflict among believers

15. How are we to deal with this Emergent church?

A. Realize that fads come and go and this one will also disappear soon

B. It is our duty to contend for the faith for those who follow after the leaders of the emergent church are lost and are in a non-Christian cult. We need to make known the truth so God's truth can be proclaimed.

C. Keep an open attitude towards those in the Emerging Conversation and look for opportunities to dialog on important issues

